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ool  Calenda 


JANUARY 

2  Wednesday   Children  Travel  Back 

3  Thursday    Classes  Resume 

23  Wednesday   Parents-Teachers- 

Houseparents  Assn.  Meeting,  7:30  p.m. 

25  Friday  End  of  First  Semester 

FEBRUARY 

14  Thursday  ....      Children  Travel  Home 

for  Long  Weekend 

18  Monday    Children  Travel  Back 

19  Tuesday    Classes  Resume 

20  Wednesday    Parents-Teachers- 

Houseparents  Assn.  Meeting,  7:30  p.m. 

MARCH 

20  Wednesday   Parents-Teachers- 

Houseparents  Assn.  Meeting,  7:30  p.m. 
29  Friday    End  of  Third  Quarter 


APRIL 

1 1  Thursday 

16  Tuesday 

17  Wednesday 
24  Wednesday 

Houseparents 

MAY 

2  2  Wednesday 
Houseparents 
27  Monday  _._ 

JUNE 

7  Friday  

7  Friday  

8  Saturday 


Children  Travel  Home 
for  Easter 

  Children  Travel  Back 

    Classes  Resume 

  Parents-Teachers- 

Assn.  Meeting,  7:30  p.m. 

  Parents-Teachers- 

Assn.  Meeting,  7:30  p.m. 
 —  ...  Field  Day 


 Last  Day  of  School 

Awards  Day,  1 :30  p.m. 
.  Children  Travel  Home 
for  Summer 


Boy  Scouts  meet  every  Tuesday  night,  8  to 
9:30. 

Cub  Scouts  meet  every  Tuesday  at  3:15 
p.m. 


Girl  Scouts  meet  every  Tuesday  at  3:15 
p.m. 

Brownies  meet  every  Thursday  at  4  p.m. 
Junior  National  Association  of  the  Deaf 

meets  once  a  month  on  Tuesday  at  7:30  p.m. 
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Vocational  Education  Program 

At  the  Montana  School 
For  the  Deaf  and  the  Blind 

By  Gory  Ruder 

Supervisor  of  Vocational  Education  and  Advanced  Department  of  Hearing  Impaired 


THE  HARD  WORKING  "CREW" — During  one  of  their  rare  idle  moments,  the  above  inter- 
preters posed.  From  left  to  right  are  Colleen  Theisen,  Lois  Fairman,  Sherry  Lohman, 
Sylvia  Laffoon,  Roxanne  Dillman  and  Shauna  Cook. 


DURING  the  past  school  year,  students  at 
the  Montana  School  for  the  Deaf  and  the 
Blind  began  taking  vocational  education  and 
physical  education  classes  at  Great  Falls  High 
School  and  East  Junior  High  School.  Two 
weeks  prior  to  the  opening  of  school,  a  work- 
shop was  held  for  training  interpreters/tutors. 
The  workshop  consisted  of  polishing  sign 
language  skills,  practicing  interpreting  in  a 
vocational  setting,  and  practice  in  reverse 
interpreting. 

The  first  semester  began  with  eleven  stu- 
dents enrolled  at  Great  Falls  High  with  3  stu- 
dents selecting  metalworking,  one  in  wood- 
working, four  in  home  economics,  two  girls 
in  both  recordkeeping  and  typing,  and  one 
boy  in  typing.  At  East  Junior  High,  two  boys 
were  enrolled  in  woodworking  and  two  in 
drafting.  All  15  students  at  both  of  the  public 
schools  were  also  enrolled  in  physical  edu- 
cation. 

An  interpreter  was  provided  for  each  class 
hour  held  by  the  students.  Ninety-five  hours  of 
interpreting  time  was  provided  each  week 
during  the  first  semester.  Interpreters  also 
functioned  as  tutors  for  the  students  outside 
regular  classroom  periods. 


During  the  second  semester,  five  more 
students  were  added  to  East  Junior  High  for 
either  home  economics  or  physical  education. 
Several  of  the  boys  were  enrolled  in  metal- 
working. 

Courses  taken  at  Great  Falls  High  for  the 
second  semester  included  power  mechanics, 
woodworking,  typing,  personal  typing,  office 
machines,  recordkeeping,  home  economics, 
and  physical  education.  One-hundred  hours 
per  week  were  provided  for  interpreting 
services. 

At  East  Junior  High,  one  boy,  Mike  Huber, 
participated  in  football  and  was  a  starting  de- 
fensive end  on  the  8th  grade  team.  In  one 
game  he  recovered  3  fumbles,  one  for  a 
touchdown.  Mike  also  participated  in  the 
wrestling  program,  along  with  Steve  Yackley. 
Both  boys  were  city  champions  in  their 
weight  division.  Several  students  will  partici- 
pate in  track  programs  at  both  schools  this 
spring. 

Thus  far,  we  have  found  tutoring  to  be  the 
real  strength  of  our  support  force.  The  pace 
of  instruction  in  several  areas  has  been  quick. 

Continued  on  Page  Two 
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Continued  from  Page  One 

The  extra  time  students  receive  from  tutoring 
has  been  very  beneficial.  We  have  found  the 
teachers  in  the  public  school  system  very 
cooperative  and  eager  to  help  our  students. 
Several  are  enrolled  in  sign  language  classes 
and  are  doing  quite  well. 

For  the  students  who  were  too  young  to  be 
included  in  the  program,  we  continued  our 
Graphic  Arts  program  in  our  own  vocational 
department.  In  this  program  the  students 
were  taught  basic  printing  that  included  some 
photolithography  and  offset.  Also  taught  was 
photography,  using  simple  cameras  and  an 
enlarger.  The  program  is  modified  also  for 
those  students  who  have  learning  difficulties 
and  are  not  able  to  participate  in  the  outside 
vocational  education  training. 


1iJkat  OtkeM, 


The  Interpreters  .  .  . 

I  feel  both  the  hearing  and  the  deaf  stu- 
dents benefit  from  the  program  in  the  public 
schools. 

Each  group  sees  a  small  part  of  Ihe  others' 
world,  and  thus,  both  grow  in  awareness  and 
understanding  of  each  other. 

The  teachers  connected  with  the  program 
have  been  cooperative  and  some  teachers 
have  even  shown  an  interest  in  learning  sign 
language. 

It  has  been  a  real  learning  experience  for 
all  involved — even  the  interpreters! 

— Sherry  Lohman 

The  opening  of  school  last  fall  held  a  num- 
ber of  new  experiences  for  a  group  of  us  at 
Montana  School  for  Deaf  and  Blind  (MSDB). 
For  15  deaf  students,  it  was  a  time  of  transi- 
tion from  our  school  and  its  120  students  and 
friends  to  a  public  school  and  its  large  stu- 
dent body  of  strangers.  This  transition  neces- 
sitated the  development  of  several  social 
skills.  The  classes  our  students  are  involved 
in  frequently  require  work  within  a  group. 

Continued  on  Page  Six 


SIGNING  ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY-Robert  Swarth- 
out,  principal  of  Great  Falls  High,  poses  in  his 
office.  On  his  right  is  the  intercom  and  public 
address  system  of  this  school. 


BOSSMAN  —  Edward  Mattix,  principal  of  East 
Junior  High,  relaxes  at  his  desk  during  one  of 
his  rare  moments  in  a  busy  day. 
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GETTING  THE  TIPS-Mike  Huber  (32)  listens  to 
Gary  Ruder  (left)  as  Gary  explains  the  fine 
points  of  a  football  game.  Unidentified  player 
(11)  appears  to  be  interested.  This  occurred  dur- 
ing one  of  the  East  Junior  High  games  in  which 
Mike  participated. 


THE  SCOWL  IS  MISSING— Mike  Huber  poses 
before  one  of  the  games  he  played  for  East 
Junior  High. 


IN  THE  THICK  OF  IT-Front  to  background  are 
Lois  Fairman,  interpreter;  Tim  Sullivan;  John 
Higgs,  metal  shop  instructor.  Tim  is  learning  how 
to  do  basic  brazing  by  making  a  C-clamp. 


HERE'S  A  HIGH  SPOT-Dave  Mikulecky,  wood- 
working instructor,  has  Shauna  Cook  helping 
him  explain  the  filing  techniques  to  Steve 
Yackley  (center).  Steve  Yackley  attends  the  East 
Junior  High  School  vocational  education  and 
physical  education  classes. 

Continued  on  Page  Four 
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THE  LAMPMAKER— Mike  Huber  runs  a  lathe  in 
East  Junior  High.  He  is  making  a  lamp  base 
and  a  stand. 


CHECKING  THE  PROGRESS  -  Roger  Taibott, 
drafting  instructor,  seems  to  be  checking  Steve 
Yackley's  sketch  of  a  problem  from  the  book.  In 
the  background  are  Lois  Fairman  and  Mik& 
Huber,  busy  at  a  drafting  assignment. 


discussion  are  (left)  Ronald  Doyra,  metalwork-  THE  PINAL  POLISH— Oscar  "Sonny"  Woodenlegs 

ing  instructor  and  (right)  Gary  Ruder,  supervisor  puts  the  finishing  touch  on  a  hammer  he  made 

of  vocational  education  program  at  Montana  in  metalworking.  The  hammer  started  as  blank 

School  for  the  Deaf  and  the  Blind.  stock.  Handle  was  turned  on  the  lathe. 
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WHAT'S  THE  JOKE?-Donold  Fink  must  be  get-  SETTING  IT  UP-Donald  Fink  is  setting  up  a 

ting  a  joke  or  some  good  news  from  Colleen  lathe  used  in  a  metolworking  class. 
Theisen  (right),  interpreter,  while  waiting  for  the 
metaworking  class  to  start. 


THREE  HEADS  ARE  BESTl-Checking  the  plans 
are  (left  to  right):  Sherry  Lohman,  interpreter; 
Howard  Hammel;  Mel  Mattingly,  woodworking 
instructor. 


THE  FINAL  TOUCH-Howard  Hammel  is  busy 
on  his  woodworking  project  at  Great  Falls  High. 
Howard  designed  the  stand  and  built  it  accord- 
ing to  his  plans  and  specifications. 


Continued  on  Page  Six 


Page  Six 


Rocky  Mountain  Leader,  March-April,  1974 


What  Others  Say  .  .  . 

Continued  from  Page  Two 

Thus  our  students  had  to  develop  their  ability 
to  work  with  others,  that  is,  to  participate 
fully  in  the  project,  to  recognize  other's  needs 
and  to  be  able  to  express  their  own  needs. 
Secondly  the  transition  to  public  school  pre- 
sented our  students  with  a  new  set  of  rules 
and  regulations  as  well  as  a  number  of  differ- 
ent classroom  procedures.  This  demanded 
that  our  students  further  develop  their  abili- 
Lastly  the  transition  to  public  school  neces- 
ties  to  cope  with  new  and  changing  situations, 
sifated  the  development  of  greater  self-reli- 
ance. At  our  school  the  students'  capabilities 
are  often  well-known  and  his  needs  frequently 
anticipated  so  much  that  the  student  does  not 
have  to  fend  for  himself.  In  public  school 
while  the  interpreter  is  always  available  dur- 
ing class,  there  are  many  times  when  the 
student  must  make  his  needs  known  or  de- 
cide upon  a  course  of  action.  Such 
thinking  and  acting  on  one's  own  is  valuable 
experience  for  our  students.  In  summary,  it 
might  be  said  that  while  our  students  are 
developing  valuable  vocational  skills  they  are 
at  the  same  time  acquiring  equally  valuable 
social  skills. 

— Colleen  Theisen 

I  interpret  in  two  areas.  I  am  at  East  Junior 
High  for  9th  grade  woodworking  and  drafting. 
The  students  were  a  little  shy  at  first  but  now 
really  enjoy  working  in  these  areas.  They  have 
greatly  improved  and  love  public  school. 
Some  of  the  boys  have  joined  in  some  of  the 
athletic  activities.  I  think  this  is  great  for  both 
the  public  school  kids  and  our  kids. 

Recently  I  started  helping  a  blind  student 
who  attends  East.  This  has  been  quite  an 
experience  and  he  does  very  well. 

At  Great  Falls  High  I  am  in  the  physical 
education  department.  The  deaf  students 
excell  in  this  area  and  really  enjoy  it.  They 
have  made  many  friends  and  some  of  these 
friends  have  learned  fingerspelling. 

All  of  the  teachers  of  our  deaf  students 
should  be  recognized  as  an  important  part  of 

Continued  on  Page  Eight 


Vocational  Education  Program  .  .  . 
Continued  from  Page  Five 


CLICKETY  CLACKETY  CLACK-While  Brmd®  U- 
Mieux  goes  through  her  typing  lesson,  Phyllis 
Hemstad,  the  instructor,  stops  by  to  observe.  The 
other  unidentified  students  are  regulars  at  the 
Great  Falls  High  School. 


THE  "SIDE  KICK"-Lois  Fairman  (left),  interpreter, 
sits  by  Brenda  LeMieux  during  her  recordkeeping 
class.  Lois  is  wife  of  Don  Fairman,  lay  min- 
ister of  the  Lutheran  Church. 
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HERE'S  THE  LOST  PENNY!  -  Mary  Ann  Beck  THE  RULES  ARE  .  .  .-Shouna  Cook,  in  white 
(left),    instructor,    helps    Brenda    LeMieux    to  s™°ek,  is  interpreting  for  Susan  Hardaway  bo- 
straighten  out  some  of  her  problems  in  record-  for*  start  of  a  physical  education  class, 
keeping  at  Great  Falls  High. 


LISTENING  TO  INSTRUCTIONS-The  two  laugh-  had  been  doin9  iust  as  weM  as  most  of 

ing  girls  are  (left  to  right)  Laurie  Mullins  and  re9u,ar    Great    Fal,s    Hi9h    5,uden,s    Sn  thil 

Donna  Christenson.  The  interpreter  must  hav«  activity. 

said  something  funny.  Continued  on  Page  Eight 
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this  program.  I  feel  that  they  have  done  a 
very  fine  job  with  our  students  and  seem  to 
have  enjoyed  them  in  their  classes. 

I  hope  this  program  continues  for  many 
years.  I  love  being  an  interpreter  and  I  have 
benefitted  greatly., 

■— Shauna  Go  ok 

Gym  class  at  East  Junior  High  has  been 
interesting,  educational  and  fun  for  our  six 
MSDB  students.  They  participate  eagerly  in 
each  activity  and  require  my  services  as  an 
interpreter  mainly  for  opening  instructions 
with  little  assistance  needed  during  the  activi- 
ties. Steve  and  Mike  both  represented  East 
on  the  football  and  wrestling  teams.  The 
coach  has  learned  to  fingerspell  and  sign 
which  was  an  added  incentive  for  our  boys. 

■ — Sylvia  Laffoon 

Words  cannot  adequately  express  the  feel- 
ing of  enthusiasm  i  have  about  the  program 
at  Great  Falls  High  School.  I  really  feel  the 
students  have  gained  a  great  deal,  not  only 
academically,  but  socially.  The  deaf  students 
are  working  along  with  the  hearing  students 
and  certainly  have  not  suffered  grade-wise. 

— Lois  Fairman 

The  Students  . . . 

Great  Falls  High  School 

Great  Falls  High  School  is  a  big  school 
with  lots  of  kids. 

I  like  some  of  the  kids  and  I  would  like 
them  to  learn  sign  language  while  we,  deaf 
kids,  are  going  to  school. 

The  subjects  I  am  taking  are  typing,  gym, 
and  cooking,  But  my  favorite  subject  is  typing.. 

— Semelee  Forrest 

I  like  Great  Falls  High  School.  I  have 
learned  a  lot  in  my  classes.  I  have  many 
friends.  I  am  in  physical  education,  typing 
and  home  economics.  I  made  a  hat,  purse, 
and  a  pair  of  pants  in  sewing.  Right  now  I 
am  in  cooking  and  am  learning  to  make  many 
different  things. 

— Tina  Braden 
Continued  on  Page  Fourteen 
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FAST  MOVING  TRIO-lt  had  to  be  in  the  geo- 
metry room  before  these  three  hard  working 
physical  education  instructors  could  be  photo- 
graphed. Left  to  right  are  Marliss  McKinnon, 
Ralph  Halverson  and  Susan  Hardaway. 


TUTORING— Lois  Fairman  (right)  helps  Linda 
Goergen  during  a  study  hall  period.  The  inter- 
preters fill  in  as  tutors  during  such  periods  and 
during  after  school  hours. 
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his  all  on  the  exercise  machine  in  physical  edu- 
cation. In  this  program  of  weightlifting  each  boy 
takes  his  station  and  exercises  for  two  minute*. 
Then  the  bell  rings  and  everyone  moves  fo  the 
next  station. 


HEAP  BIG  BRAVE— Florin  Eiglake  works  hard  on 
the  weightlifting  bar  during  his  two  minutes  at 
this  station. 


HANDOUTS  -  Deborah  Sullivan  (in  middle), 
home  economics  instructor,  is  handing  out  the 
lessons  for  the  week  to  Semelee  Forrest  (right). 
Sherry  Lohman,  interpreter,  pauses  to  listen  be- 
fore proceeding  with  the  translation. 


THREE!— This  appears  to  be  what  Tina  Braden 
is  saying  in  the  sewing  class  at  Great  Falls  High. 
Donna  Christenson  looks  thoughtful  as  she  listens 
to  Sherry  Lohman  interpreting.  In  the  back- 
ground are  two  of  the  regular  Great  Falls  High 
students. 

Continued  on  Page  Ten 
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HERE'S  WHERE  YOU  START-Shirley  Belschner, 
instructor,  shows  Linda  Goergen  where  to  start 
in  the  typing  book  during  a  class  period.  (Photo 
by  Colleen  Theisen) 


RUNNING  THE  COMPUTER— Ki  Weingart,  a 
visually  impaired  student,  has  learned  how  to 
operate  the  keyboard  of  a  computer  at  Great 
Falls  High. 


HMM,  WHERE  WAS  l?-Edna  Hiett  (right),  in- 
structor, helps  Fiarin  Bigiake  through  his  typing 
problem  at  the  Great  Falls  High  School. 


CITY  CHAMPIONS— Mike  Huber  (top)  and  Steve 
Yackley  (bottom)  demonstrate  their  winning 
forms.  Looking  on  is  Roger  TalboW,  their  wres- 
tling coach  at  East  Junior  High. 
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THE  GYM  CREW-Left  to  right,  standing,  are 
Dave  Nebel,  physical  education  director;  Steve 
Yackley;  Tim  Sullivan;  Sylvia  Laffoon,  interpreter; 
Seated  are  Jerry  Kruljac  and  Mike  Huber.  This 
group  participates  in  the  physical  education  pro- 
gram besides  the  vocational  program. 


DOING  CLOSE  WORK  -  Douglas  Mendenhall 
makes  an  overlay  for  a  color  printing  negative. 
This  mechanical  will  be  placed  in  a  process 
camera. 


CALCULATING— Richard  Mullins  (left),  instruc- 
tor, helps  Brent  Corgiat  to  use  the  computer 
scale  for  a  setting  on  the  process  camera  in 
school's  print  shop.  Photo  by  Dennis  Catron. 


PUTTING  COPY  IN  COPYBOARD— Laurie  Whit- 
aker  (front)  and  Louisa  Erickson,  two  girls  in 
photolithography  classes  at  MSDB,  are  going 
to  make  negatives  of  their  camera-ready  copy. 

Continued  on  Page  Twelve 
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OPAQUING  OUT  THE  HOLES— Bruce  Catron 
(with  glasses)  is  using  the  opaque  to  finish  his 
negatives  for  Valentine  Day  cards  project  in 
M.S.D.B.  photolithography  classes.  Steve  Yackley 
in  the  background  found  something  to  smile 
about. 


MAKING  STOP  3ATH  -  Tim  Sullivan  also  takes 
photolithography  at  the  school's  print  shop  be- 
sides vocational  education  at  East  Junior  High. 
Here  he  is  measuring  out  glacial  acetic  acid 
for  a  stop  bath.  Mixing  of  darkroom  chemicals 
is  taught  to  the  students,  who  are  mostly  8th 
graders. 

Continued  on  Page  Thirteen 
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Brian,  Kim,  Scott  and  Matt  gave  a 
"A  Dime's  Worth  for  Free,"  which  was  taken 
from  a  reading  lesson.  It  was  fun,  they  en- 
joyed doing  this. 

During  the  month  of  March,  Brian  memo- 
rized the  poem,  "The  Swing."  Matt,  Scott  and 
Kim,  "The  Wind." 

Scott's  elf  climbed  to  the  top  of  the  rope 
after  reading  sixteen  books  and  giving  his 
reports.  For  his  reward  he  went  home  with 
Mrs.  Stafne  for  dinner  and  stayed  over  night. 

Brian,  Matt,  Kim  and  Scott  go  swimming 
every  Friday  afternoon  now,  and  are  very 
pleased.  Thanks  to  all  that  helped  get  this 
going. 

Brian  Pfleger  went  home  for  a  week  and 
during  the  month  of  March.  He  brought  back 
a  treat  and  shared  with  the  with  the  class. 

Kim  Hrubes  got  a  box  of  cookies  from  home 
and  shared  with  the  class. 

Scott  Wheat  got  a  treat  box  from  home 
and  shared  it  with  the  class. 

We  are  getting  a  few  pennies  in  our  banks 
now,  for  getting  one  hundred  in  Spelling  on 
Friday. 

Kim  Hrubes  was  the  winner  in  knowing  the 
multiplication  facts  through  the  9's. 

The  boys  all  took  part  in  wrestling  for  the 
P.T.H.A.  program,  Wednesday  night.  We  have 
some  good  wrestlers. 

Bible  College  Starts 
Deaf  Ministry  Program 

North  Central  Bible  College  announces  the 
establishment  of  a  new  Deaf  Ministry  Depart- 
ment offering  a  three-year  diploma  program 
for  deaf  students.  The  purpose  of  the  pro- 
gram is  to  prepare  individuals  for  ministry 
among  the  deaf.  This  post-secondary  program 
will  begin  on  September  3,  1974.  For  more 
information  write  to  Deaf  Ministry  Depart- 
ment, North  Central  Bible  College,  910  Elliot 
Avenue  South,  Minneapolis,  Minn.  55404. 


Rocky  Mountain  Leader,  March-April,  1974  Page  Thirteen 

Vocational  Education  Program  .  .  . 

Continued  from  Page  Twelve 


GETTING  IT  IN  STRAIGHT  -  Terry  Ketterling 
takes  care  in  making  the  paper  stock  straight 
against  backstop  of  a  power  paper  cutter  in 
the  school's  print  shop. 


THE  "OLD  PRO"  -  Bobby  Stiller  prints  enve- 
lopes in  a  jobber  press  at  MSDB.  The  stu- 
dents receive  their  basics  on  hand  set  type  and 
letterpress  methods  before  they  move  up  to 
photolithography. 


PULLING  COIRRECTIONS-Blake  Werner  polls 
corrections  in  a  galley  of  Linotype  slugs.  Ho* 
metal  is  used  to  make  type  for  text  body  in  the 
school  print  shop. 


MAKING  COLD  TYPE— Brad  Davis  demonstrates 
a  technique  for  developing  tapes  from  a  Head- 
liner.  Large  types  are  set  in  the  Headliner  and 
blown  up  on  the  process  camera  for  use  in  the 
school's  print  shop. 


Continued  on  Page  Fourteen 
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GETTING  IT  READY  -  Roger  Forbes  adjusts  the 
feeding  end  of  Multilith  1850  in  the  school 
print  shop. 


What  Others  Say  .  .  . 

Continued  from  Page  Eight 

Last  January,  I  started  at  East  Jr.  High 
School.  I  have  only  one  quarter  in  P.E.  This 
school  has  many  beautiful  girls.  WOW!  I  like 
East  Jr.,  but  there  is  one  thing,  I  have  to  be 
on  time  or  I'll  be  in  trouble.  Next  year  I  will 
go  to  East  Jr.  again.  I  am  going  to  take  shop 
and  P.E. 

— Blake  Warner 

Interested  in  GFHS 
Well,  I  am  interested  in  GFHS,  and  I'm 
happy  there.  We  have  several  friends  there. 
We  are  happy  to  meet  with  our  friends.  We 
take  several  subjects  at  GFHS. 

We  want  to  join  track  for  the  MSDB  team. 
We're  practicing  track  at  GFHS.  We  like  it 
and  it  is  fun.  We  enjoy  running  for  the  track 
team.  We  want  to  be  in  good  shape. 

— Flarin  Big  Lake 

I  enjoy  the  P.E.  class,  but  I  like  track  bet- 
ter. The  exercise  for  track  is  good.  I  like  the 
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long  jump,  80-100-yd.  dash,  and  relay  the 
best. 

— Donald  E.  Fink 

Memory  in  GFHS 
I  learn  a  lot  in  power  mechanics  and  I 
study  hard  too.  The  power  mechanics  class 
is  hard  for  me. 

I  like  GFHS  because  I  have  a  lot  of  friends 
there.  I  taught  them  how  to  fingerspell  and 
sign.  They  really  enjoy  fingerspelling  and 
signing. 

I  joined  track  today.  They  worked  me  hard 
and  I  ran  so  much  my  legs  got  stiff. 

—James  Woodenlegs 
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SHOW-AND-TELL  —  This  display  board  was  used 
by  Mrs.  Ada  Somppi  as  an  exercise  in  using 
written,  spoken  and  signed  English.  Her  class 
wrote  articles  about  Bahamas  after  hearing  the 
story  from  Mrs.  Somppi.  Then  each  child  tells 
what  he  or  she  has  had  written,  both  orally  an! 
by  the  language  of  signs. 
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A  Trip  to  the  Bahamas 

On  Sunday  February  10th  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Somppi  flew  to  the  Bahama  Islands.  They  flew 
to  Chicago.  It  is  a  very  big  city.  They  changed 
airplanes  in  Chicago.  There  were  one  hun- 
dred sixty-five  people  on  the  airplane.  The 
airplane  landed  in  Nassau.  It  is  a  big  city 
in  the  Bahama  Islands.  It  was  72  degrees 
above  zero.  A  big  band  was  playing.  The 
people  were  happy. 

— Andy  Campros 

History  of  the  Bahamas  Islands 

We  think  Columbus  landed  on  the  Bahama 
Islands  in  1492.  Some  Indians  lived  on  the 
islands.  A  little  later  some  English  people 
settled  there.  Some  of  those  people  were 
pirates.  Many  black  people  live  on  the 
Bahama  Islands.  They  are  about  seventy 
miles  from  Florida.  They  are  in  the  Atlantic 
ocean. 

— Barbara  Hathaway 

The  Weather 

The  weather  there  is  very  nice.  It  is  about 
seventy  to  eighty  degrees  all  the  time.  It  is 
never  very  cold  or  very,  very  hot. 

The  ocean  is  very  blue  and  pretty.  The  peo- 
ple go  swimming  and  get  suntans.  They  like 
to  go  to  the  Bahamas  for  a  good  time  in  the 
winter.  There  are  about  seven  hundred  is- 
lands. 

— Shannon  Renner 

The  People 

The  English  people  brought  black  people 
from  Africa  to  the  Bahama  Islands.  The  black 
people  worked  on  the  big  farms  for  the  Eng- 
lish people.  They  were  slaves.  Now  the  black 
people  are  free  and  they  have  their  own 
government.  They  have  very  good  schools. 

—Kim  Clark 

Fruits  and  Flowers 

Many  beautiful  flowers  grow  in  the  Bahama 
Islands.  Palm  trees  with  coconuts  grow  there. 
Bananas,  lemons,  oranges,  pineapples  and 
other  fruits  and  vegetables  grow  there  be- 
cause it  is  nice  and  warm  for  a  long  time.  It 
rains  a  lot  there,  too.  The  people  in  the 
Bahamas  send  us  many  tomatoes  in  winter. 

— Suzette  Scott 
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Birds 

Many  bright  colored  birds  live  on  the 
Bahama  Islands.  Some  birds  are  big  like  the 
flamingo.  It  has  long  legs  and  a  long  neck. 
Some  birds  are  very  small  like  the  humming 
bird.  Very  bright  green  parrots  fly  around. 

Only  a  very  few  bugs,  flies,  and  spiders 
are  around  there.  Sometimes  big  turtles  are 
on  the  beaches. 

— Tammy  Jo  Birdsall 
Fishing 

Many  people  go  fishing  in  boats.  Many 
boats  are  on  the  ocean  around  the  islands. 
They  catch  many  fish.  They  send  lots  of  lob- 
ster to  our  country. 

It  is  fun  to  look  for  seashells  on  the  beach. 

—Chris  Wendt 

Weaving 

The  women  weave  pretty  mats,  hats,  purses 
and  other  things  from  straw.  The  straw  comes 
from  some  leaves  that  grow  there.  They  can 
make  rope  from  it,  too. 

— Shelley  Bouttier 

Pretty  Straw  Things 

It  is  fun  to  watch  the  black  women  weave. 
They  sit  on  the  sidewalks  outside  and  weave. 
They  weave  pretty  flowers  on  purses  and 
hats.  Some  women  weave  toy  dolls  and 
horses  for  children.  They  are  cute. 

They  sell  the  straw  things  to  the  white 
people. 

— Mary  Brakstad 

Life  in  the  Dorm 

I  live  in  the  dorm  on  the  second  floor.  They 
are  remodeling  the  dorm  because  the  third 
floor  is  dangerous.  They  are  making  it  very 
nice.  It  is  almost  like  a  new  dorm.  We  have 
lots  of  fun  in  our  dorm.  We  girls  will  have 
new  room  too.  Often  on  Friday  night  we  go 
swimming.  Sometimes  on  Saturday  night  we 
go  to  the  Deaf  Club  movie.  On  Sunday  morn- 
ing we  go  to  church  and  on  Sunday  night  we 
have  a  movie  at  the  dorm.  We  have  basketball 
in  the  dorm.  We  have  a  study  hall.  We  have 
a  lot  of  good  times  at  the  dorm. 

— Topsy  Toner 

The  Schools  for  Deaf  I  Have  Gone  to 

I  started  going  to  the  school  for  the  deaf 
in  West  Virginia  at  the  age  of  three.  I  went 

Continued  on  Page  Sixteen 
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Classroom  Chatter,  Deaf  .  .  . 

Continued  from  Page  Fifteen 

to  that  school  until  I  was  six  years  old.  Then 
my  family  moved  to  Alabama.  There  I  at- 
tended the  Alabama  School  for  the  Deaf  and 
the  Blind  in  Talladega,  Alabama.  I  lived  in 
the  dormitory  there.  They  have  a  bowling  alley 
and  a  swimming  pool.  It  is  a  bigger  school. 
I  went  to  that  school  until  I  was  eleven  years 
old.  Then  my  family  moved  to  Montana.  Our 
Montana  School  for  Deaf  and  the  Blind  has  no 
swmming  pool  and  bowling  alley.  I  like  going 
to  a  school  where  they  have  a  swimming  pool 
and  a  bowling  alley. 

—Cathy  Tucker 

My  Story  of  Acupuncture 

I  only  have  had  three  acupunctures  but  I 
will  have  more.  On  my  first  trip  I  was  scared. 
My  brother,  Leslie,  said  it  did  not  hurt.  When 
it  was  my  turn,  I  found  out  my  brother  was 
right.  It  did  not  hurt.  I  can  hear  a  little  bit 
better  now,  I  think. 

The  doctor  is  a  Chinese  man.  He  knows 
very  little  English  so  he  has  an  interpreter  to 
to  talk  for  him.  I  am  hard-of-hearing  and  my 
brother,  Leslie,  is  deaf. 

We  are  not  sure  that  our  hearing  is  im- 
proving. 

— Shelly  Sherrard 

Our  New  School 

This  is  the  second  year  we  have  been  in 
our  new  school.  There  are  no  windows  in 
our  school.  We  do  not  miss  them.  The  colors 
are  pleasant. 

All  the  children  rotate  from  class  to  class.  I 
have  eight  different  teachers. 

We  have  many  people  came  to  visit  our 
new  school. 

Sometimes  on  Friday  we  play  games. 

Our  school  day  starts  at  8:30  a.m.  We  fin- 
ish at  4:00  p.m. 

We  do  not  play  in  school.  It  is  important. 

We  have  music  every  Monday.  We  write 
music,  then  we  play  it  on  the  xylophone.  We 
are  learning  about  the  beat,  and  notes.  I  like 
music. 

I  am  proud  of  our  new  school. 

— Lynanne  Holm 


Manager  for  the  Basketball  Team 

I  am  the  manager  for  the  Class  C  basket- 
ball team.  The  players,  Mr.  McManus,  our 
coach,  and  i  went  to  Centerville  last  January 
24.  One  boy  who  is  the  scorekeeper  for  the 
coach  was  friendly  with  me.  He  knows  me 
now.  Mr.  McManus  told  me  that  I  must  be  the 
scorekeeper  during  the  game.  When  the 
game  was  over  the  score  was  55  to  59  in 
their  favor. 

We  went  to  Denton  January  28th  but  the 
Deaf  did  not  do  so  well  so  we  lost  again.  The 
score  was  28  to  76.  That  was  a  bad  game  at 
Denton.  Dennis'  mother  and  father  invited 
us  to  a  cafe.  We  ate  hamburgers  and  pop. 
Then  we  came  back  to  Great  Falls. 

We  have  won  one  game  by  default  because 
the  other  team  didn't  play. 

I  like  being  with  the  team  and  traveling  with 
Ihem. 

■—John  Eide 

Gallaudet  College  Plans 
Charter  Day  1974 

Gallaudet  College  in  Washington,  D.C., 
celebrated  Charter  Day  recently.  The  yearly 
event  was  held  in  remembrance  of  President 
Lincoln  s  1864  signing  of  the  charter  giving 
Gallaudet  college  status  and  the  right  to 
confer  undergraduate  degrees  on  qualified 
candidates. 

Plans  for  the  celebration  included  the 
Charter  Day  banquet,  a  spring  performance 
of  "Angel  Street"  by  the  Gallaudet  College 
Theatre,  a  special  Charter  Day  exhibit  of 
works  of  art,  photography  and  crafts,  and  a 
varied  program  of  events.  Featured  in  this 
year's  activities  was  the  dedication  of  Dorm 
III,  which  will  be  named  Clerc  Hall,  after 
Laurent  Clerc,  the  first  deaf  instructor  of  the 
deaf  in  America.  A  reception  and  open  house 
followed  the  dorm's  dedication. 


Quotable  Quotes 

If  we  were  all  to  bring  our  misfortunes  into 
a  common  store,  so  that  each  person  should 
receive  an  equal  share  in  the  distribution,  the 
majority  would  be  glad  to  take  up  their  own 
and  depart. — Socrates 
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GENERAL  INFORMATION 

The  School  is  administered  by  a  Superintendent  (Floyd  J.  McDowell)  and  is  governed 
by  the  State  Board  of  Education.  Funds  to  operate  the  School  and  funds  for  capital  replace- 
ment and  construction  are  appropriated  by  the  State  Legislature. 

The  School  operates  on  a  9-month  school  schedule  running  from  approximately  the 
first  week  in  September  to  the  first  week  in  June.  The  residence  facilities  are  open  for  these 
months  except  for  the  Thanksgiving,  Christmas,  and  Easter  holidays  when  all  children  are 
required  to  go  home.  No  attendance  is  maintained  during  the  summer  months. 

The  School  operates  two  separate  EDUCATIONAL  DEPARTMENTS: 

(1)  A  Department  for  the  Deaf  and  Hearing  Impaired,  and 

(2)  A  Department  for  the  Blind  and  Vision  Impaired 

For  those  children  in  need  of  this  special  education  who  live  outside  the  City  of  Great 
Falls,  a  dormitory  residence  is  maintained  and  staffed  with  competent  people. 

Department  for  the  Deaf  and  Hearing  Impaired 

Eligibility: 

Any  child  who  is  a  resident  of  Montana  and  is  educationally  disadvantaged 
because  of  a  hearing  loss  is  eligible  for  admission  to  the  School.  Minimum  age 
limitations  have  been  removed  by  legislative  action.  Maximum  age  of  attendance 
is  21  years. 
Limitations  for  Admittance: 

1.  Age  limits  as  noted  above. 

2.  Hearing  loss  must  be  certified  and  substantiated  by  medical  authority  and/or  audi- 
ological  examination. 

3.  Educable.  The  child  must  fall  within  the  limits  of  intelligence  wherein  he  will  profit 
from  an  educational  program  of  stimulation.  In  other  words — the  primary  handicap- 
ping condition  must  be  the  loss  of  hearing.  (This  limitation  is  rather  freely  adminis- 
tered because  of  the  inexactness  of  testing  methods  available.) 

4.  Parents  or  guardian  must  be  responsible  for  the  following  costs: 

a.  Transportation  to  and  from  school  for  all  required  school  holidays. 

b.  Personal  needs  of  the  child,  such  as:  clothing,  toiletries,  spending  money,  etc. 

c.  Medical  treatment,  examinations,  hospitalization,  therapy,  medicines,  etc.  (Rou- 
tine examination  for  minor  ailments  are  provided  by  medical  staff  at  the  School.) 

There  are  no  fees  or  charges  for  education,  room  or  board.  These  costs  are  covered 
fully  by  school  funds. 

Department  for  the  Blind  and  Vision  Impaired 

Eligibility: 

Any  child  who  is  a  resident  of  Montana  and  because  of  a  limitation  of  vision  cannot 
successfully  compete  in  a  regular  school  program  is  eligible  for  admission  to  the  School. 
Limitations  for  Admission: 

1.  Age  limits — No  minimum  except  as  dictated  by  available  staff  and  facilities.  Maxi- 
mum age — 21  years. 

2.  Vision  loss — Certification  by  opthalmological  examination.  Generally  the  legal  defini- 
nition  of  blindness  is  used  as  the  limitation  for  admission  except  in  those  cases  of 
deterioration  prognosis. 

3.  Educability — The  child  must  fall  within  the  limits  of  intelligence  wherein  a  program 
of  academic  training  will  be  beneficial.  In  other  words,  the  primary  handicapping  con- 
dition must  be  the  loss  or  limitation  of  vision.  Because  of  inexactness  of  testing  meth- 
ods for  the  very  young  child,  assumptions  of  educability  are  quite  freely  made 
where  conditions  indicate  the  advisability  of  such  interpretation. 

4.  Parents  or  guardian  must  be  responsible  for  the  following  costs: 

Same  as  for  Department  for  Hearing  Impaired:  See  Paragraph  4  in  Limitations  for 
Admittance  above. 

For  information  regarding  admission  of  students  or  the  general  operation  of  the  School, 
please  write  to: 

Superintendent's  Office 

Montana  School  for  the  Deaf  and  the  Blind 

3800  Second  Avenue  North 

Great  Falls,  Montana  59401 


